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Published:  Thursday, February 21, 1991
On Feb. 18 a report presented at a seminar on environmental perspectives for the 1990s in Sao Paulo
(Brazil), indicated that 204 million Latin Americans live in absolute poverty, a 50% increase over
1960. The report was prepared by the Latin American and Caribbean Commission on Development
and Environment, sponsored by the United Nations and the Inter-American Development Bank.
Next, 44% of the region's labor force is un- or underemployed; 68% of all housing units are
described as sub- standard; and, 40% of households are malnourished. According to Eduardo
Gutierrez, representative of the UN Development Programme (UNDP), it is evident that solutions
to the planet's environmental deterioration are not possible without taking into account Third
World poverty. The report presented in Sao Paulo will be submitted to the UN world environmental
conference in June 1992 (ECO-92), to take place in Rio de Janeiro. UN and IDB officials hope to
create a global ecology fund at an initial cost of $2 billion. Since developed nations' industrialization
was based on the indiscriminate exploitation of Third World natural resources, the fund is conceived
as a type of environmental debt to underdeveloped nations. (Basic data from EFE, 02/19/91)
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